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Fees will not change for the new 

school year until August 24th.

Coach Kim will supply a new

coupon book for Stretch N Grow.
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Calendar of Events





August 3rd Staff Meeting 6:00 PM


August 5th Kids on the Block Puppets


August 7th Fire Drill


August 10th Yellow Room Field Trip 


August 11th Full Time Open House


August 13, 14th Pottery with Ms. Debbie (on a real wheel!).


August 18th Open House for Academic (morning) classes


August 20th Literacy Council Reading Buddies


August 21st Storm Drill


August 24th Move up to new classrooms!


August 25th Academic classes begin.





August 28th Staff TB tests


(August 31st TB tests read)








                     OPEN HOUSE





Full Time Classes 7:00 PM 


on the 11th


Academic Classes 7:00 PM


on the 18th





All children and their parents should attend.





There will be a parent orientation meeting while the children have Stretch N Grow in the gym and then off to see the new classrooms.








Reminders


When school starts and we have additional classes coming to school at 9:00, parking to walk in becomes a bit more complicated. Please part directly north of the gym and enter through the office doors if you are walking your child in. This will decrease the risk of crossing with small children through moving traffic from the drop off line.





 Please remember to go to your child’s room to collect their papers from their mailboxes each day. Important information is often left there for multiple days before being picked up. We want to be sure you are informed and up to date.





Be sure your child has adequate “emergency clothes” in their backpack. We have the hardest time keeping enough variety in sizes on hand to meet the need. Our pants and underwear extras are in short supply. Please wash and return the spare clothes we loan your child from the center. 





Literacy Council Reading Buddies





For the last few years the Literacy Council has been sending reading buddies in August to read a book to the children. 


They bring a book for each child to take home. We are so grateful to the businesses that support this event and their employees who come and spend time with us.


This year they will be visiting the Yellow, Purple and Green Rooms. 


When I know which industry is sending buddies I will put it in the blog so that you all may thank that business for participating.





The Green Corner





It’s A Wonderful World





…and let’s keep it that way. 


On my office window, for those of you who don’t already know, I have a space that I call the Green Corner. I will use that to post earth friendly and/or gardening-with-children ideas that I come across. 


For a local group that you can join if you are a “greenie” try � HYPERLINK "http://www.wellfedneighbor.com" ��www.wellfedneighbor.com�





Schweitzer has for many years had a vegetable garden located between the northeast outside corner of the gym and Hoffman Hall Annex (little brown building by the east entrance/exit to the parking lot). 





The church also has a recycling team that makes sure we aren’t putting anything into the landfill that could be recycled. 


 


The Earth Gospel-Sam Hamilton Poore





This is an excellent devotional book for those of us who love nature and hope to help preserve it. Poetry, hymns and some insightful writing from famous and inspirational writers are mixed with scripture on stewardship of the earth. I look forward to each day’s short readings. Available at CPO.





Scholarships





We would like to thank our recent scholarship donors. We are blessed to have received a gift from a memorial fund also. There were several recipients waiting in the wings hoping to win a scholarship this month, so the incoming gifts were put to use immediately.


You may contribute to the education of another by contributing to this fund. See Kayla in the preschool office or Sarah Davis and Patrice Amundsen in the church office for details








Back to School


It’s just around the corner! School starts Tuesday the 25th.  Full time classes will move up to their new rooms on Monday the 24th. 


Please bring your school supplies, backpacks with change of clothes and anything else your teacher may request on the first day.





�





Fall Teaching Staff


 for Full Time Classes





The Roster of full day class teachers are as follows:





Teal Room





Lead-Debbie Sloan


Aides-Randi Edelman and Eleanor Stewart





Purple Room





Lead-Jennifer Clifford


Aide-Sierra Pace





Yellow Room





Lead-Katie Sapp


Aide-Diana Young





Green Room





Block Pre-K/K


Jenny Clark and Jacklyn Fast





Afternoon staff: Glori Reid, Alisha Soemo, Megan Marler, Amy Phinney





Academic staff list next Growing Times





At Open House we will complete any new or missing forms needed for your child’s file. Be sure to turn in all remaining forms that evening.





Inexpensive and Healthy Things to Do in Springfield with Children





If you’ve read my newsletters and handouts you probably know that play is disappearing from children’s lives. Play is essential. Play is the way children learn to maneuver in their world. PLAY IS HOW THEY LEARN! Yes, I yelled that [not at you-rather to the world. It is one of my soap box subjects]. So…play with your children-it’s the best thing you can do for them next to take them to church every week.


Sequiota park-feed the ducks and geese, hike around the lake or if you are brave and hardy take the trail north or south as far as you feel like going. Swing with them-it still feels so good to soar on a swing. (Take Lone Pine South at the McDonald’s just up the block. Cross Battlefield and continue on a little way-you’ll see it on your left.)


The Japanese Stroll Garden (off of Scenic between Sunshine and Battlefield). www.springfieldmo.gov/sistercities/m_stroll_garden.html


The Nature Center � HYPERLINK "http://www.mdc.mo.gov/areas/cnc/springfd/" ��www.mdc.mo.gov/areas/cnc/springfd/�


Pick berries or fruit � HYPERLINK "http://www.sunshinevalleyfarm.com" ��www.sunshinevalleyfarm.com�


Or visit the Farmer’s Market at Sunshine Valley, C-Street (Commercial Street), Downtown, Nixa… or…send in your picks for the best Farmer’s Market.





Wish Lists:


Most teachers will post a list of items that they would dearly love to have for their classroom.





Supply Lists:


Your teacher will have this for you at Open House.





Always in need: non-latex gloves, Kleenex, wipes





We are not accepting donations of toys at this time. Please send items to the Missouri Hotel. We could use larger (4T, 5T) sweats and underwear, nice crib sheets, and a couple of riding toys.








Date Night Ideas for Parents





The Gillioz Theater


This beautiful and historic location is the perfect place to see a classic movie for $5. They also have concerts and plays. Poor Thespian Productions are also a mere $5. 


Moxie Cinema- go to see Food Inc. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.moxiecinema.com/films/421" ��http://www.moxiecinema.com/films/421�


Art Walk 


the first Friday of each month Downtown Springfield (Walnut Street and surrounding blocks) 


Downtown Cafes for Less:


Nonnas, St. Michaels, The Venice Café, French Quarter Café, Ziggies 


The Skinny Improv


� HYPERLINK "http://www.theskinnyimprov.com/" ��http://www.theskinnyimprov.com/�


Japanese Stroll Garden-see kids section above.


Green Ways Springfield has an abundance of trails and parks to stroll in. Great for some quality hand holding. Take time for each other before the school year takes off.





SINGLES: grab the gang and do the same








I devoted myself to study and to explore by wisdom all that is done under heaven.


Ecclesiastes 1:13





Blog





Updates and links to the newsletter, calendars and menus, my random rants, announcements and other things you should know are found at:





�HYPERLINK "http://gtk.schweitzerumc.org"��http://gtk.schweitzerumc.org�





Bulletin Board #183


You may call 881-1447, ext. 183 for weather closings, enrollment openings and other information.





A Wise and Godly Person:


He shall be like a tree 


Planted by the rivers of water,


That brings forth its fruit in its season, 


Whose leaf also shall not wither; 


And whatever he does shall prosper.  Psalm 1: 3
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