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I thought I should share my favorite spring poem. This one is great to read to kids.

The Muddy Puddle                                  Dennis Lee
I am sitting 
in the middle
of a rather muddy
puddle,
with my bottom
full of bubbles
and my rubbers
full of mud,

While my jacket
and my sweater                           
go on slowly
getting wetter
as I very 
slowly settle
to the bottom 
of the mud.

And I find that
what a person
with a puddle
round his middle
thinks of mostly
in the muddle
is the muddi-
ness of mud.

Reprinted at http://community.livejournal.com/childly/39555.html
Also available in
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    Puddle Wonderful: poems to welcome spring.  Mary Morgan, Editor

(Amazon has this available new for .85!) My favorite poems for kids collection featuring e.e. cummings, Margaret Hillert, Jack Prelutsky, Langston Hughes….


Calendar of Events





March 2 Generation Celebration


Everyone is welcome.


See � HYPERLINK "http://www.schweitzerumc.org" ��www.schweitzerumc.org� for details.


March 4 &11 Organ Wise Guys


March 7 Scholastic orders are due.


March 8 & 9 (and TBA) Developmental Screenings beginning with Teal Room at 9 AM


March 13 Daylight Savings Time


(lose an hour of sleep-oh)


March 15 Reading Round Robin


Fire Drill 10 AM (if not sooner)





March 17th Happy St. Patrick’s Day


Tell someone about God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit (and listen to some Irish music while eatin’ yer corned beef.)


 


March 18 Reading Round Robin


March 21-25 SPRING BREAK


No classes Mrs. Amy or Ms. Tammy’s class. Full time students let us know if you are to be absent.











�





Trinity


Daily I wear an Irish trinity ring to celebrate being Irish and to have right there on my hand a reminder of the mystery and hugeness of God. 


It helps me to have those moments of wonder and worship during the day to have a physical symbol to spark thoughts of appreciation. How is God one and yet have distinct facets of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The Spirit can take those moments to pour into us peace and feelings of great faith.


As we near the season of lent and Easter what focuses you on the amazing nature and love of God?             (PS don’t be surprised if you hear stains of Irish music of all types wafting out of my office.)





�





Christian Education


Easter and Lent are challenging times to help children filter and understand what they hear at church about faith. (Anytime seems to be challenging in that regard with what they might overhear in the culture or in the media.) Some of the sermons, artwork and conversations may be way over the preschool age child’s head. 


Pastor Bob will be focusing on the last 24 hours of Jesus prior to and through the crucifixion. Schweitzer will be using the book 24 Hours by Adam Hamilton to go deeper into this pivotal point of Christian faith. 


The entire course of history was changed in a day and obviously our spiritual lives impacted by the events of that time. 


If you have questions about all of this please join us in this study and for the sermon series. � HYPERLINK "http://www.schweitzerumc.org" ��www.schweitzerumc.org� has all the details. Pastor and staff blogs may yield additional discussion as will adult learning groups studying the book. If you don’t have a church home you will be welcome to plug in here.


Is this a step or two deeper than you feel you are in your faith? Another Alpha course is gearing up as the current one ends. Alpha explores the basis of faith and helps you see what Christianity is all about. It’s a tremendous opportunity to explore and begin.





Announcements





Payment is due the first day of the month for morning class students and every Monday for full day students. You can pay as far in advance as you wish. There are late fees for payments not received by Wed. each week or by the second week for morning students. Holidays and snow have some of you off by just a bit in your accounts. I am working on audits and payment reminders for you if you have over/under paid.





Green Corner


I have cute little baby basil plants in my window and am just dying to start my garden! 


Children benefit from caring for plants and seeing where their food comes from. If you don’t currently garden you might consider a small container garden or window sill herbs to get started. 


We hope to add many more gardening/food experiences to our curriculum this year. Happy Growing!!!





Construction


We are moving along finally. The youth room is finished upstairs. 


The new room for the Teal class is almost finished (as is the infant section for Sunday School).


Demo on the south end of Cather Hall should commence soon.


Thank you for your patience and flexibility as we grow and spruce up the place.





Enrollment Options





Morning Preschool


Twos                       M/ W/F


Threes                           or 


Pre-K                           T/TH





Full Day classes with openings


Twos (two classes)


Pre-K (very limited availability)


-waiting list for three year olds





























Food


Eat Smart Missouri





We have submitted our self evaluation for the Eat Smart Missouri program. We are awaiting approval and to find out at what level we will be recognized at. 





Some of the guidelines are limited use of processed meats, increasing whole grain options, increasing variety and frequency of raw fruits and vegetables, and of course limiting deserts (which we do a pretty great job of already).





We are focusing on additional whole grain options and our own goals of adding organic produce as we can obtain it and eliminating high fructose corn syrup.





Weather info/Outdoor Activity


HOOORAAAAY


March is finally here! We have been thrilled to be back outside again. Our two year old playground is still destroyed so that class is being creative in play space and other outside activities.





Please


Dress your child to go outside. Send or keep a jacket here throughout the week because we definitely will be outside whenever possible. Remember to consider the challenges of running on wood chips when selecting the day’s footwear.


You might consider checking with your teacher to be sure your child has sun screen and a form allowing its use on hand in the classroom.





Generation Celebration


Growing up in the sixties and seventies I frequently heard the phrase “generation gap.”


How can having such a gap impact the church? What do the generations look like?


What can one generation offer another?





Come in and celebrate with us March 2nd as we discover how to value our uniqueness as a certain generation and forge working/worshiping relationships with other generations. 
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