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"But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. " (Micah 5:2)
Grow To Know
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A GREAT article on children and writing development

"Early writing — scribbles, drawing, a child’s first attempts at letters or his name — develops more than just fine motor skills.”  
·  [Children] communicate their thoughts and feelings to others.  
· Learning about writing … begins in infancy. [by observation] 
· Children make the connection that words can be expressed in symbols to be reread. 



Falconer, Leslie. Encouraging Preschoolers' Early Writing Efforts November/December. Exchange. http://www.childcareexchange.com/eed/news_print.php?news_id=2665 

You've got to do your own growing, no matter how tall your grandfather was.


                                                                             Old Irish Proverb (quoted in Exchange Everyday online)








Green Corner


Kayla’s Field Trips





During a recent (organic) lunch break with a friend I finally found the Homegrown Foods market on Cherry Street. That is the cutest little place. It reminds me of the little neighborhood mom n pop markets that used to be everywhere. They have a nice selection of organic local meat if you are interested. 





The next day I took my mom to the new Price Cutter on West Bypass and shopped their organic section. It took some label reading but I found one package of bread crumbs for stuffing that did not contain high fructose corn syrup.





I have been working hard to practice what I preach. I’ve switched over to organic potatoes and apples now and Memory Lane milk (no preservatives, additives, antibiotics or steroids used in the dairy). 


How are you all doing? Reply to � HYPERLINK "mailto:kgrosshart@schweitzerumc.org" ��kgrosshart@schweitzerumc.org� to tell us your Green/Healthy eating progress.





Spiritual Growth and Development


50 prophecies of the Old Testament relate to Jesus. I found a web page* that cross references the Old Testament Prophecy to the New Testament fulfillment of it. Just who was Jesus? How do we know what this thing is all about? 


There are several events up-coming to help us grapple with these questions. Pastor Bob will be preaching about Conversations About Jesus. 


His next sermon series after that will deal with the hard questions about Christian faith. 





Alpha will be offered after the New Year. Alpha is a fantastic study that acclimates people to the central truths of faith.  It’s a great starting point or a way to deepen your faith.


Watch for further details at � HYPERLINK "http://www.schweitzerumc.org" ��www.schweitzerumc.org� 





We are the primary influence on our children’s spiritual life. Do they see you worship, pray, study your Bible? Do you talk about faith with them?


During Christmas there will be more opportunities than usual to introduce and explain ideas of faith. Start where you are, share what you know, show them how to find out more and be that Christian that you want them to someday be.


* � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblestudy.org/prophecy/old-testament-prophecies-jesus-fulfilled.html" ��http://www.biblestudy.org/prophecy/old-testament-prophecies-jesus-fulfilled.html� 








Calendar of Events





December 1st ARRA-SEEC training for staff (Teal and Yellow team)


Hanging of the Greens.


6:00 PM


Spirit Week 


6th Inside out Day


7th GTK Apparel Day


8th Las Pasadas Yellow, Purple, Green and Blue rooms


Hat Day


9th Las Pasadas Teal, Raspberry, Green and Blue


Crazy Hair Day


10th Scholastics Due


Pajama Day


11th Grow To Know Staff Party


14th Fire Drill 10:00


December 23rd NO ACADEMICS


December 24th Christmas Eve


Center Closed-Staff holiday


See schedule of church services


Please join us to worship.


25th Merry Christmas


27-31st No Academic classes Christmas Break {Full Time Classes are in session}


December 31st New Year’s Eve


Center Closed Staff Holiday
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Hanging of the Greens





IS TONIGHT!


Bring the whole family!


6:00 in the gymnasium





Pizza, Puppets and Praise Galore! 


Everyone is invited.





Important Announcement


Since Christmas and New Year’s Days both fall on weekends we must provide an additional day for our staff to have a holiday. We will be closed Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve as these are usually very low attendance days (when we even have anyone who schedules to attend at all). 


Make your holiday plans accordingly. 


Academic morning classes are not in session when Springfield Schools are out, so no class Dec.23–31  








�





We will go outside this winter.


Please send warm coats, mittens and hats and dress them for the weather. 


---------------------------------------





We are cleaning, cleaning, cleaning as the fall smorgasbord of minor viruses and illnesses seems to be hanging on.


Please keep your child home until symptom free 24 hours after an illness.





Christmas Eve Services





3:00 children’s service


5:00


7:00


9:00 Modern Worship


11:00 


Please be our guest ~ bring friends.
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From all of us to all of you,





Have a blessed holiday season.





Know the peace that knowing the


Prince of Peace


Brings.








Merry Christmas from the Grow To Know Staff
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