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And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you. Romans 8:11





Calendar of Events





March Theme: NEW LIFE





March 1st Dr. Suess’Birthday


March 4th-Church Council


March 9th Fire Drill 10:00


March 14th Day Light Savings Time


March 17th St. Patrick’s Day


All school parade.


Ye best be wearin’ yer green!


(Don’t worry I won’t actually pinch anyone.)


March 22-26th Spring Break- NO morning Academic classes. Full Time classes open as usual.


Please notify us if you are going to be absent during this week.


March 28th Palm Sunday


March 30th and 31st Easter Celebrations with Ms. Liz














The Green Corner


What better month to think about going green? Let’s go green with a little vinegar on it. If, while spring cleaning, you run out of degreaser or window or counter cleaner, try a little vinegar. It’s inexpensive, won’t hurt the environment and works well. Once the scent clears the air smells cleaner. (I actually love the smell of vinegar.) Now I’m hungry for pickled beets…back to the subject.


I have green (Irish) blood so spring is my time of year. I’m ready to go online to Baker Seeds at www.rareseeds.com and order my heirloom seeds for this year. I have some of the ones that I need to start early and am going to have to get in gear and get my little potting shelf filled with starts. 


I would love to have you all contribute your green,


gardening, and Earth Day plans 


To be included in the April Growing Times! 


Comment to this month’s news via the blog link at 


�HYPERLINK "http://gtk.schweitzerumc.org"��http://gtk.schweitzerumc.org� 


Subscribe to be able to comment to the blog.





�





And to Think that I Saw it on Sunshine Street…





This shameless rip-off of a Dr. Seuss title seems fitting as it is his birthday. I like to use this space to brag on some of the staff of GTK so here is a sampling of what I have seen recently.





Mr. Scott is about as calm and mellow a teacher as we have ever had. He dives right in with the twos and young threes; such a great thing to have a male care-giver as a role model of compassion for our little guys to follow. 





Artwork—OH, my goodness! We’ve had the range from wind art to Picassos and many points in between around here lately. Take time to walk in if you are an Academic student’s parent and look at all the art displayed around the preschool. It’s amazing how children can catch on to styles and techniques. Full time parents and church goers have been raving to me about the displays.





You can also come in and sing and dance with Mrs. Amy and Mrs. Kathy-they usually have some groovy tunes on.





I have heard Spanish and seen sign language lately and oh, the tempting cooking projects (I have to ignore Ms. Katie’s room at cooking time or I’d been sampling and growing wider!)





The Raspberry room made a kite out of a Ziploc bag!





Easter is Coming








During the season leading from Ash Wednesday up to Easter, Schweitzer will be holding several celebrations. These are listed for you below:





Palm Sunday is March 28th


Maundy Thursday is April 1st (no special services)


Good Friday is April 2nd -There will be a special worship service. 


Easter Children’s Celebration Saturday April 3rd  8:00 to 11:00 


An event for the whole family- pancakes, puppets and more-details on the church webpage.





Easter Services Saturday and Sunday





As always regular services are on Saturday evenings at 5:00 PM


Sunday mornings at 8:20, 9:45 and 11:00 and on the campus of MO State Sunday evenings at 9 PM





Sunday School and Bible study occurs at 9:40 and 11:00. Children’s Sunday School is at 9:40.


Small group studies occur throughout the week and on Sunday and Wednesday evenings.


See � HYPERLINK "http://www.schweitzerumc.org" ��www.schweitzerumc.org� for details about small groups, classes and life groups.





The children will have a special time of celebration with Ms. Liz to introduce some of the concepts of Easter to children. 





Lessons are kept age appropriate and focus on new life. 





Concepts such as lent and Ash Wednesday if mentioned are explained as something this church and some churches do. 








Found and Lost





Be sure to check the blog for a list of current lost and found articles.





Outside Play


Wow! We just got to go outside. It has been a long winter of fighting cabin fever. PLEASE be sure your child is dressed appropriately for the weather—We are out of here!








Most children of preschool age are unable to manage movies made for older children on these subjects. Superheroes who do not attack first (Spiderman) when played out in playground reenactments are far more aggressive and proactive in their translation. 





Children who see scarier images in movies designed for much older children or even adults cannot comprehend the images they see. Reenacting these disturbing memories is one way that they try to understand the content; however aggressive reenactments put them at odds with peers and teachers. Children who begin to meet with consistent discord in their important relationships may not be able to understand the connection between their aggression and another’s displeasure. This can lead to numerous social difficulties. 





Please reinforce consistent boundaries with aggressive play to help them transition to school rules where it is not tolerated.





Anti-bullying Curriculum





Mrs. Vanessa has pulled together center resources and made an anti-bullying packet for the staff. Our books on the subject are on display and Ms. Katie found about six titles for children at the public library.


 


We are concentrating on managing “play fighting” and “super hero play” which tends to erupt into real disagreements and aggression. It can be hard for children to suspend this type of play when they are used to engaging in it elsewhere. Some children manage fantasy play without letting it escalate or without becoming emotional while others are not able to do so.





Some are able to watch television programming with super hero play (such as the Ninja Turtles) while others act out the play more aggressively than what they saw in the episode. Overtly violent shows (like Road Runner) especially lend themselves to negative outcomes.





St. Patrick is credited with teaching of the trinity of God by showing pagans the shamrock and explaining God as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit using its leaves as a visual aid. 





Spiritual concepts this deep can be hard to grasp. If you are unfamiliar with, or new to the faith and need a church home, please ask how this church can help you in your personal spiritual growth.





If you weren’t a part of the “Finding Your Place at the Table” studies at Schweitzer and have not had a chance to read The Prodigal God by Keller, I have two copies to loan. Stop by the office to check one out. 





Re-enroll NOW (





Enrollment is open to the public so enrollment is now first come-first served. 


If you are going to be here next year-please be sure you have your forms turned in.





�





Please Keep Us in Your Prayers








Wherever you are involved in church, we would ask you to be in prayer for Schweitzer as we are in a capital funds campaign this spring. We have grown so much that there is simply not adequate space for children and youth on Wednesday evenings and the weekends.


 One benefit of the proposed remodeling would be that all children’s classes would be in a secured section with a central entry whereby no one could enter unless checked in. This will be a huge benefit for the preschool. 
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