[image: image2.wmf]Grow
 To 

Know 

Preschool and Kindergarten

A ministry of 






www.schweitzerumc.org 
Schweitzer United Methodist Church



http://gtk.schweitzerumc.org 
2747 E. Sunshine St.

Springfield, MO 65804




881-1447, ext. 117

881-6800

[image: image3.png]






                   [image: image1.wmf]



________________________________________________________________________
The Growing Times





November 1, 2009                                   Vol 11 No 3





Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 


His love endures forever.�� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Chronicles+16:33-35&version=NIV" �1 Chronicles 16:33-35�





Calendar of Events





November 6th No school Academic Morning Classes. Full time -open as usual.


November 11th Reading Round Robin


Veteran’s Day –thank a vet for your freedoms and security


November 13th Reading Round Robin


November 14th and 15th Commitment Weekend at Schweitzer


November 17th Fire Drill


November 20th Yellow and Teal Room Feast Day*


Green Room Field Trip 


November 23rd Blue and Burgundy Room Feast Day


November 24th Storm Drill 10:00


Blue T/Th Feast Day


November 25th No Academic Morning Classes


Full Time classes open-regular schedule


November 26th Thanksgiving Day -Center Closed


November 27th No Academic Morning Classes


Full time -open as needed SEE NOTE pg. 4.


November 29th Beginning of Advent


November 30th Free Vision Screening for amblyopia courtesy of the Lion’s Club





*Purple Room date to be announced














The Arts and Learning





Always under funded and in fear of being cut from public schools, but under no such stress here, the arts are an integral part of early childhood learning. Children learn rich higher order thinking skills through their involvement in the arts. They collaborate, plan, hypothesize, and question to create art in all forms. It is the most fun way to transmit conventional knowledge!


This month’s theme is among my favorites of all themes within our curriculum.





Expect to hear new songs and genres of music, see expressive arts in many forms, see that they are dancing more, and note that they are likely experiencing literature by the likes of Eric Carle and others whose works exemplifies great illustration and creative verse.





It would be an excellent month to take a family outing to the theater, recital or to visit the art gallery. Take in ARTWALK on the first Friday of each month (Nov. 6th) for art galleries and music. Some galleries may be less kid friendly so one parent may want to look ahead so you can steer little eyes accordingly to content. The vast majority are family friendly.





Experiment at home and see how many earth friendly art options you can come up with: recycled art materials like catalogs, junk mail, packing materials, wrapping paper castoffs, mud…[comment additional ideas to the blog]








Lost and Found





There are a few cute little jackets that have been hanging around the office. If you are missing a jacket or any other object stop by and look to see if yours is here. 





Please do us a favor and put your child’s initials in the tags of their belongings.





Check at home to see if you have items that have GTK on them. 


Our spare underwear and pants stockpile has been depleted. 





H1N1


Who would have thought a year ago that we would talk and worry incessantly about something called H1N1-sounds like a rocket part or a secret code.


We are doing all that is humanly possible to keep the center fully disinfected and healthy for all of our kiddos. 


We are cleaning constantly.


Our main focus is on helping the children remember and use good hygiene consistently. 


Hand washing and covering sneezes is the best way to fight the spread of this nasty bug.


*****Remember, keep kids home if they have symptoms and stay home until completely symptom free for 24 hours.*****








The Green Corner





Going green has become a spiritual necessity for me. I have from a very young age felt closest to God and most appreciative of His creation when out in it. 





As part of my thankfulness I am increasingly aware of my responsibility to care for His gifts. He put Adam and Eve in charge of caring for His creation in the Garden of Eden. They messed up and in my opinion we humans have carried that mistake headlong into the future.





My overwhelming spiritual yearning right now is to be within God’s will in regard to caring for creation. Children are the primary focus of that; loving and caring for them and their family in Christ’s name.








Exciting News


There is another local eaterie with local produce and meat. The Farmer’s Gastropub just opened in the old Ophelia’s location. 








Next for me is the physical world. Giving a healthier future to children just can’t wait. I’m convinced that the upswing we see in behavioral disorders is greatly impacted by the toxic environment we live in. 





Other Green Ideas


Trade your books at Well Fed Head, Half Price Books, Hooked on Books, etc.


Buy “recycled” music and movies (buying used), buy things with less packaging…


� HYPERLINK "http://www.idealbite.com/guides/warm" ��http://www.idealbite.com/guides/warm�


�





Please fill in this page and return as soon as possible





My child WILL attend the following days the week of Thanksgiving.


			Child’s Name				Classroom


Monday            ___________________________       _______________________





Tuesday            ___________________________       _______________________





Wednesday       ___________________________       _______________________


(no morning classes-full day only)





THURS—NO class-center closed for Thanksgiving holiday.





****Friday       ___________________________       _______________________





(no morning classes-full day only)


It is crucial that we have a very close estimate for Thursday so we only open as many classes as needed. Many of our teaching staff would like an additional day off.
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